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Carlyon Bay development car park faces delay and inquiry 
 

The Carlyon Bay development faces further unexpected delays and a possible inquiry due to a 

handful of objections (3) to plans to divert two routes across the top public car park onto an 

alternative footpath which is the route of the South West Coastal Path (SWCP).  

 

CEG is proposing to significantly improve the look of the car park as well as well as providing 12 

additional parking spaces. This will create a more attractive environment for pedestrians who walk 

along the route of the existing SWCP. 

 

The footpath application is a “pragmatic and sensible” solution because the established route of 

the SWCP is already used by the vast majority of walkers, says Commercial Estates Group 

(CEG). The two routes to be ‘lost’ run close by and parallel to the SWCP through the parking area 

and are not used. 

 

The proposal was submitted in 2012 and has since been the subject of two pre-consultations with 

the public.  It has also been discussed at a number of Carlyon Bay Community Liaison Group 

meetings.  Members agreed the consolidation made good sense, particularly the inclusion of a 

legal requirement for CEG to reinstate another footpath, if necessary, in order to alleviate any 

public concerns regarding the disappearance of the SWCP due to cliff erosion. 

 

Whilst the likelihood of such erosion on this stretch of footpath is considered highly unlikely by 

experts, CEG will request and agree the inclusion of a condition in the revised top car park 

planning permission which legally commits the company to provide an alternative route across its 

land in the event of any pathway loss. 

           

 

More/… 
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In October 2015, Cornwall Council issued an order to divert the pathways and create a footpath 

along the route of the SWCP.  This has now received three objections and if these cannot be 

resolved, CEG understands the matter is likely to be sent to the Secretary of State with the 

possibility of an inquiry being ordered. 

      

This would have inevitable consequences on the planned start dates for the car park improvement 

works this winter, which include resurfacing the area and creating additional parking spaces. 

 

“It’s very frustrating that representations from only three sources can have such a significant 

impact on a construction timeline and delay the process of providing upgraded facilities for the 

use of the public,” said James Shimwell from CEG. “We’ve offered to meet with the objectors to 

see if a solution can be found and hope that working with the council will result in an acceptable 

outcome where these objections are withdrawn.  

 

“The vast majority of local people are fully supportive of our vision for the Carlyon Beach project 

and want us to ‘get on with it’ as quickly as possible. Our plan to upgrade the car park over the 

winter months was to provide a much improved parking area in time for next summer but with 

another inquiry pending, it looks likely that we’ll have to postpone these works until the matter is 

sorted out,” he said. 

 

The detailed designs for the £250 million development were given unanimous approval by 

Cornwall Council in February 2015. 

 

An estimated 645 jobs will be created during construction and once up and running there will be 

around 345 permanent jobs available at all levels ranging from managing and operations  

directors to sales and marketing positions, HR and IT managers, letting and holiday sales roles, 

restaurant and bar staff, a landscaping team, security, sports and leisure positions plus front of 

house.  A partnership with Cornwall College will create a range of career opportunities including 

bespoke training facilities and a number of apprenticeship schemes.   

 

Additional spending by visitors and residents is expected to be £8.4 million per year. CEG is also 

contributing nearly £400,000 for road improvements, £465,000 for education and £5 million for 

affordable housing.  

 

Polgaver will predominantly be a natural ecological sanctuary offering a new home for bats and 

providing a series of boardwalks winding through the vegetation.  There is also provision for 

tennis courts and steps connecting with the SWCP.     More/… 
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Rooftop planting using signature palettes drawn from the site’s beaches and cliffs will create a 

visual carpet of natural colour from cliff top viewpoints on both Crinnis and Shorthorn.  The 

roofscape is considered an important element of the scheme and no buildings rise above the cliff 

line.  Higher buildings are positioned near the cliff face and scaled down towards the sea front.  

 

The landscape-led layout on Shorthorn, comprises up to 150 units with apartment buildings and 

beach houses located along the back of the site and beach villas spaced along the front.  Decks 

and terraces are incorporated into the buildings with sea and dune views a prime consideration. 

The ‘green’ roofs will reflect the natural colours of the beach and cliffs enhancing views across the 

beach and the careful management of Sandy River will create further attractive wildlife habitats 

and spaces.  

 

Crinnis portrays a very different character to Shorthorn underpinned by more of a village 

atmosphere and home to the remaining balance of 511 residential units plus leisure facilities 

including a spa, gym, swimming pool and sports hall.  Restaurants, cafes, bars, public pedestrian 

walkways and a few retail outlets will also play an important role in defining the ‘Crinnis 

personality’.   

 

Phase one of the resort’s construction will focus on Shorthorn with Crinnis to follow. It is expected 

to be completed in between five and seven years. 

Ends 
 
Note to Editors:   
 
Further background information about the development can be found on a newly launched 
website www.carlyonbeach.community.com   
 
CEG acquired the site with existing planning permission for 511 units. Plans were revised and 
planning permission (part detailed for the sea defences and part outline for development behind) 
was unanimously approved by Cornwall Council in June 2011. 
 
The development represents one of the largest economic growth opportunities in the South West 
and will attract year-round visitors that will deliver permanent job creation and help reduce 
seasonal fluctuations. It will be a top quality destination resort that will provide 511 homes as well 
as bars, cafes and a small number of retail outlets plus spa and leisure facilities that will be open 
to the public. 
 
The sea defences promenade will have downlighting set into the landward side of a second wall 
to reduce the impact of artificial lighting and an intimate network of public spaces connected by a 
variety of interesting streets and pathways will be created within the pedestrian-friendly 
environment. The main street will be set back from the promenade behind the first row of sea 
facing homes providing a more sheltered environment and pedestrian routes will link the cliff and 
the promenade enabling easy access to residential courtyards and other parts of the resort. 
           More/… 
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On Shorthorn, reinforced sand dune sea defences, which include two berms with a channel in 
between to collect any sea water overtopping in extreme storms, protect the site. These have 
been approved in detail by the Environment Agency and Cornwall Council.  A succession of dune 
bridges and timber board walks create access to the beach against a landscape backdrop which 
takes inspiration from the existing natural setting. 
 
All the back-of-house facilities are located in an undercroft on Crinnis including car parking, 
bicycle storage, plant rooms, refuse areas and the energy centre, as well as some of the leisure 
and commercial spaces.  Public parking is provided in the top car park and there will also be 
provision for disabled parking within the undercroft. 
 
 
For further information, please contact:  Michelle Sammons, Tel: 07767 810481 or email 
michelle.sammons@carlyonbeach.com  
 
 
	  
	  


