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End of an Era

Demolition of the Cornwall Coliseum continues - April 2015

Demolition of the ancillary buildings on site 
including the former Wimpy Café began at the 
beginning of April but the day everyone had been 
waiting for with a mix of emotions was 15th April 
when work began on the Cornwall Coliseum itself. 

Hundreds of people gathered along the clifftops 
and the beach to watch the start of the demolition 
of this iconic venue which has played host to some 
of the biggest names in the world including Elton 
John, Black Sabbath, Cliff Richard, Tina Turner and 
The Who.

A selection of music was played by an ensemble 
from St Austell Town Band, four of whom had 
actually performed with the Cornwall Youth Brass 
Band at the last concert in April 2000 before the 
building was finally condemned as unsafe. And 
former Miss Carlyon Bay, 1963, Jacqueline Fusco, 
nee West, also made an appearance to help the 
contractors begin the demolition process.

Local DJ, Adrian Towler, played a series of nostalgic sets throughout the afternoon to pay homage to all 
the music greats and all the local media turned out in force including TV and radio in recognition of how 
significant the day was for so many local people. 

Demolition is progressing according to plan and the area is expected to be cleared by the end of May. 
The structures around the perimeter of the Coliseum have been demolished in their entirety and about 
50 per cent of the main structure has also gone. It’s anticipated the remaining building itself will be 
demolished by 4th May.

The removal of waste and scrap materials is continuing alongside the demolition work and the next 
phase will entail the removal of the ground floor slabs and foundations of the Coliseum.

Shield Environmental demolition services director, Frank Smalley, said he was pleased with the way the 
work was going and was confident the May deadlines would be met.



For further information on the 
demolition please contact Frank 
Smalley, Demolition Services 
Director, Shield Demolition on: 

Tel: 01752 843126 
Mobile:07788 971812 
franksmalley@shielddemolition.co.uk

Press photographers and TV crews capture the moment demolition started

An ensemble from St Austell Town Band performed 

Four days after demolition began

Miss Carlyon Bay 1963, Jacqueline Fusco, nee West

Demolition of the Coliseum, 15th April 2015

Two weeks after demolition began




